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PREFACE. 


HE Publication of any Thing, which 
carries a friendly Aſpe&t towards ge- 
nuine Chriſtianity, deſerves Notice and 

Encouragement, and He that uſhers it into the - 
World a tranſient Acknowledgment for bis 
Fortitude; which is not inconfiderable, fince 
He muſt ſuſtain the cruel Pity of pretended 
Friends, and the as unmerciful Satyr of open 
Enemies. For the Age has been taught to- 
treat (and it doth treat illiberally) the Few 
who dare to deliver and teach, for Doctrines, 
the Commandments of Gor and the Tenets of bis 
Church ever ſince his Incarnation. The refreſh- 
ing Names of Necromancer, Paw-wawer, 
| Slave to Syſtems, Promoter of Prieſtcraft, 
and the like, (in which all the Luxury of 
Atheiſm and Hereſfy- conſiſts) are poured out 
plentifully upon his Head, and be is marked as 

e A an 
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an Enemy to the Confuſion which Infidelity hor | 


introduced, and a Friend to that Union which 
vould be the certain Death of every Principle 
which troubles our Iſrael. But, notwithland- 
ing the Temper of the Times, and the Fate of 


thoſe who obey God rather than Men, we 


could not reftrain ourſelves from publiſhing this 
admirable Piece of the great Lord VERULAM, 


which awe do becauſe it i admirable, and cal- 


culated to promote the Glory of God among thoſe 
who are not debauched by the corrupt Opinions 
the Age, and have not. ſet their” Faces like, 
Flints, and exalted their Reaſoif, or rather 
their Caprice, againſt every Thing that is called 
God in the Book of God. The Name of Bacon 
Hands high in the World of Letters; and the” 


the Cauſe of Jznovan wants not His Stage, 


not even the Atteſiation of Angels, (for that 
Cauſe is, and alwdys will be, what it is, the 


Wiſdem-of God, and'the Power of God) yet on 


thoſe "who are fond of Names, and tread in the 


Steps, and walk after tome Men for no other 
| Reaſon but becauſe thoſe Men go before them,--- 


on ſuch we thougbt the Nunie of this immortal 


Philo oſepher, and profound Believer, awauld have 
fo much Influence; as to intline them t0 give this 
Production a ſerious Peruſal; and we will ven- 


ture to pronounce, that they who look it Er 


| with the _ e Attention bi is re- 
A ered | 


fF 


' quired of every one that pants for the Wiſdam 


and Virtue of Chriſtianity, will not be far 
from becoming altogether ſuch as he was in his 


2 Capacity. On ſome Spirits indeed 10. 


„ 


971 love Darkneſs rather than Light; and there-" 


fore the bright Beams of. the Goſpel, and the 
awakening Calls of Heaven, are directed to 


them in vain. They are of the Earth, earthy ; 
and therefore that = <> doth nat favour of 


Earth, and. gratify Senſe, 3 18 rejected as. an In- 


truder. that would: difturh their Happi — 


45 an 722 that would: Hab it. Beings of. 


this Complexion can receive Meſſages from, 


Heaven wrote with, the Finger of, God. himſelf, 
and return like the Dog to his Vomit again, 


and like the Sow that WAS. waſhed to the, wal- 
lowing 1 in the Mire F But they that are diſ- 


poſed to eternal. Life, will View, attentively, 


and embrace gladh : the divine. Truths contained, 


in this Confeſſion; 3 in which the Scheme. of 
Man s Redemptt on 1s  extered i into, „ deeply, and 


ſpread out. with fo rt ch. a Vari ety, that we had, 


almoſt ſaid, a Chriſti an need look, into uo other. 
buman Compoja tion fer the Confirmation of his 


Faith, This, however, may be ſafely. affrted, 
of it, that the deep Things , God, his Laus 


and Purps ſes, from before, Time began, 40 the 
Pi: [utzon. e the medistorial Kingdom, were. 


never 


fn) 


never more clearly and ſatisfa#torily FER RY, 
= repreſented than in this Confeſſion, ere 
as it is, throughout, on the ſure Ground of 
| God's infallible Revelation. Here the Scholar 
will find Reaſon to condemn the impious Tenets 
of Arian and Socinian Hereticks, whoſe one 
Work and Labour of Malice is to dethrone 
JenovaAn, and JEsUs fitting at the Right- "Ty 
Hand of God. Here the leſs inſtructed will | 
fee almoſt every Thing that regards Faith and 
Practice ſummed up in a moft maſterly Man- 
ner, and grow wiſer and better by a Com- 
pendium. In a Word, all may be taught 
what 15 neceſſary fer All 70 know, viz. Man's 
Original, bis Defe&ion, his Reſtoration, his 
Deſtination, and the Means whereby every Thing |. 
is wrought for him that leads him St 72 
Kingdom of Grace to that of Glory. And 
may God, even our own Gad, the God of 
Chriſtians, give his Bleſſing to this Work of a 
Servant who conſecrated his great Talents to 
Further the Honour of his Maſter, and ſanctify 
it to the Converfion of Unbelievers, and the fta- 
 bliſhing, ftrengthning, ſettling thoſe, who have 
aſſented to the Form of found Words, which 
they have heard from Him, who hath brought 
us out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
The only Thing that hooks like an Objection to 
fre efering the World this * Teſtimony of 
Bacon 
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| BACON to our moſt holy Religion, i is, that there 
is an Appearance of obtruding upon Mankind 


the Sentiments of others, and, as it were, com- 


pelling them to think as eminent Writers have 


thought before them. But this Objection haus 
little Force in it, fince the very People that 


| laugh at and di iſclaim all Kind of Authority 
in Matters of Religion, are guided and govern- 


ed by the worſt Precedents, and ſubmit to the . 


abfurdeſ# Tmpofitions. Indeed, Freedom of 


Thought, Liberty of Speech, the Preſs un- 
reſtrained, the Power of examining and re- 
jecting, unfettered by Syſtems, &c. are Word. 
dn which the Many ring Changes; and there 
| is a Kind of Magic in them which turns Mens 
Heads, inflead of informing their Underfland- 
ings. Half a Page of ſuch like Terms are 


ſovereign againſt ſpiritual Tyranny ; and a 


little Scrbbler, thus furniſhed, will inflame a 
ſmall Reader with ſuch violent Heats againſt 


tbe Prieſicraft of Creeds and Canons, that bis 
perturbed Spirit 40:// be as long in cooling as 
a Volcano, or a Comet. By Him little is re- 
ceived which is not ſeaſoned with Satyr upon 
Popery, and doth not diſplay the Greatneſs and 


 zbe Glory of knocking off Church-Shackles, and 
putting on envenomed Zeal for a falſe Proteftan- 5 
Liſin, and Fury for Moderation. But, notwith- | 
Handing the Noiſe and Flame of the Multitude, 


' there 
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there l. is no Part off Chriftendont fo m arab 
7 med, ruined, and undone, as the Bulk of the 


good People of the Kingdoms. And this De- 
frattion is owing to the very ' Thing which 


they are taught to  reprobate, namely, to an 


implicit Confidence in Authority. They are 
Cajoled by falſe Apoſtles and artful Demogogues, 
and are never fo certain that they ſee, as when 
their Leaders have put out their Eyes. This 
grand Work of darkening” the People was ſet 


on Foot fome Time in the laſt Centitry, and the 


Majority fince that Period have been as much 


enthralled by 8 Mens as the moſt uninformed 


Papiſts in the obſtureſt Corners of Ireland. The 
Publiſhers therefore of this Piece are not ſo 
weak as to imagine, that this Confeſſion of the 
immortal VERULAM. will meet with the Re- 
ception it deſerves. No: That cannot be ex- 
pected; but then it will not be diſregarded upon 
Account of a general Diſregard of all Autho- 
rity ; for, it muſt be repeated, our Countrymen 
are as much biaſſed, as ; ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed, as 
thoroughly devoted 16 Names and Perſons, as 


any Numbers upon” the Continent. Thus the 
_ arbitrary. Deciſions if a Tixpar, a ToLanD, 


4 COLLINS, are received with Reverence ; ; and 
the wildeſt Poſitions of other Labourers in the 
ſame righteous Cauſe, who affect to be offended at 


being numbered with Laritudinarians and Dei i, 
are 


— 


are fevallowed ** E ſuation. Lot the fas. 
vourite Doctor but make up the Drug and offer 


1 adminiſter it, and immediately the Mouth 1s 
open and the Eyes ſhut, and the Patient thanks 
Fully receives the Preſcription, and bleſſes his 


Stars, and thinks it Luxury! For to what 
other Cauſe can be aſcribed the Succeſs which 


the weakeſt and wirkedeſt Boks have.met with? 
Or the damning, without reading, Books that 


are calculated to promote the Truth as it lays 


in the Goſpel ? Or the Faſhion of extolling every 


Performance which is deftruttive of evangelical 


Verity? Of all which, we have more mournful 


and jeandalous Inſtances in this enlightened Age, 


than are to be found under any Ara fince Time 
begun. Who could imagine, that, in a Country 
8 the Bible lays open for every one's Peru- 
ſal, the human Unker//andin could be fo groſſly 


impoſed upon as to take CLARKE's for the 
Sceripture- Doctrine of the Trinity? And yet 


et fo happens, that that Man's wretched Pro- 
duction is thought worthy of its Title, although 


there is not one Argument in it concluſive, nos 


ene Aſſemblage of Texts which makes for his 
Purpoſe. This is a Truth which they who are 
conver {art in the divine Writings can demon- 


ftrate ; and the Truth of the Doctrine itſelf 
is lately ſet out with ſuch Light and Strength 
0 the Reverend Mr. WILLIAM JoNEs, in his 


B | Catholick 


aw ® 
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Catholick Doctrine of the Trinity, that the 
Cauſe of Arianiſm is fallen, and can never riſe 
| up again. And indeed that ſaid Cauſe ſeems 
.now to be given up, ſince thoſe doughty Cham- 
pions of Infidehty, the Monthly Sneerers at 
Othodoxy, obſerve a profound Silence, and 
have delayed, for thirteen Weeks, that profuſion 
of Abuſe which the excellent Writer ought not 
yet to deſpair of *. But let impotent Malice 
miſrepreſent, and patronized Hereſy frown, and 
perjured Apoſtates betray :---Be it known to its 
Enemies, Chriſtianity is not be trickd, nor 
feowl'd, nor worm'd cut of the World; and 
while we have a BACON, a WATERLAND, 
and a JoNEs on our Side, we need not dread 
any Arrows that may be ſhot from any Quivers 
againſt it. We will conclude this Preface with 
two Charatters of theſe Enemies of God and 
Man; or, if you pleaſe, of theſe Adverſaries 
2 35 of 


*. Since this was wrote we. looked into the Critical 
Review, in which it appears, that He whoſe Department 
it is to vilify every Thing wrote on the Side of Chriſtianity, 
has confirmed this Part of the Remark, by dro/ling inſipidiy 
Where he {ſhould have reported faithfully. And, although he 
ſcoffs at the whole Performance, he ſeems to have read 
only the Paſſages which he has quoted. A common Practice 
| with theſe wicked Criticklings ; who, like ſmall Birds of 
Prey, peck moſt at the Fruit which is moſt admired for its 
Richneſs and Sweetneſs. Divinorum munerum quam 
« iniqui æſtimatores ſunt Quidam etiam PROFESSI 
4 Sapientiam.”” 


- 
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of the God-Man, as we find them drawn by the 
excellent Dr. SoUTH, and the moderate Arch- - 


biſhop T1iLLoTs0N. is Grace, ſpeaking of 


the Socinians of his Time, ſays, © that no falſe 
&« Tmputations 'ſhould provoke him to give ill 
« Language to Perſons, who diſſented con- 
e ſcientiouſly and for weighty Reaſons, hi 
* he knew well 70 be the Caſe of the Socinians, 
te for whoſe Learning and Dexterity he ſhould - 
e always have a Reſpect, as well as for their 
<« Sincerity and Exemplarineſs.” Again, Ge- 


e nerally they are a Pattern of the fair Way 
„, diſputing ;---argue Matters with that 


« Temper and Gravity which becomes a ſe- 
ce rious and weighty Argument, and for the 
« moſt Part reaſon cloſely and clearly.” ---With 
more to the ſame Purpoſe *. Of theſe People 


tes writeth a Primate. of 4 Church which 


doth not YET worſhip God in an Arian or 
Socinian Litany. Dr. Sour delivers himpelf 
thus : *< B08 eee are 2 + Blaſe- 

. 2 * * Phemers, 


* Vid. Bikcn's Life of "REES p. 321, and 443. 


+ Theſe Men, whom TiLLoTsoN celebrates for their 
Decency and very gentle Heat, and few hard Words [Vid. 
BiRCH, p. 443.] uſe the following blaſphemous Expreflions 
concerning the ſacred Myſtery of the Trinity. Their Terms 
are ſuch as theſe: * Idolum portentoſum --- Figmentum 


_ « Satanz---Antichriſti Cerberus---Triceps Geryon---Idolum 


a * rifrons---Monſtrum R W adeòque 
« procul 


1 a] 


, whoſe fm Pedigree runs back 

« (from Wretch to Wretch) in a direct Line 
be fo the Devil himſelf, and who are fitter to 
« be cruſhed by the civil Magiſtrate, as de- 
e firuttive to Government and Society, than ta 
be be confuted as merely Hereticks in — 


4 


« ind rejiciendus, & Jus conditori ſuo reftituendus,” 
n derm. Vol. TV. p. 307. 


CONFESSION 


OF 


F A I F H. 


BELIEVE that nothing is without 

Beginning but Gop; no Nature, no 

Matter, no Spirit, but one only, and 

the ſame Gop. That Gop, as he is 
eternally Almighty, only Wiſe, only Good 
in his Nature; fo he is eternally F ather, 
Son, and Spirit 1 in Perſons. 25 


1 believe that Gop is ſo Holy, Pure, and 
Jealous, as it is impoſlible for him to be 
pleaſed in any Creature, though the Work 
of his own Hands; fo that neither Angel, 
Man, nor World, could ſtand, or can ſtand, 
one Moment in his Eyes, without beholding 
the fame in the Face of a Mediator; and 
therefore, that before him, with whom all 
Things are preſent, the Lamb of Gop was 

ſlain 


— a 
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{lain before all Worlds; without which eter- 
nal Counſel of his, it was impoſſible for 
him to have deſcended to any Work of Crea- 
tion; but he ſhould have enjoyed the bleſſed 
and individual Society of three . in 

Gorges for ever. | | 


But, that, out of his eternal and infinite 
Goodneſs and Love, purpoſing to become a 
ks; and to communicate to his Crea- 

he ordained in his eternal Counſel, 
4 Fl Perſon of the Godhead ſhould be 
united to one Nature, and to one Particular 


of his Creatures; that fo, in the Perſon of 
the Mediator, the true Ladder 'might be 
fixed, whereby Gop might deſcend to. his 


Creatures, and his Creatures might aſcend 
to GoD: So that Gop, by the Reconcile- 
ment of the Mediator, turning his Counte- 
nance towards his Creatures (though not in 


- equal Light and Degree) made Way unto 


the Diſpenſation of his moſt holy and ſecret 


Will; whereby ſome of his Creatures might 


ſtand, and keep their State ; others might ; 
poſſibly fall and be reſtored; and others 


might fall and not be reſtored to their Eſtate, 


but yet remain in Being, though unger 
Wrath and Corruption ; all with Reſpect to 


the ä 4 which is the great * 
| and 
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and perfect 4 of all Gov' 8 Ways ih 
His Creatures; and unto which, all his other 
Works and Wonders do but ſerve and refer. 


That he choſe (according to his good 
Pleaſure) Man to be that Creature, to whoſe 
Nature, the Perſon of the eternal Son of 
Gon ſhould be united; and amongſt the 
Generations of Men, elected a ſmall Flock, 
in whom (by the Participation of himſelf) 
he purpoſed to expreſs the Riches of his 
_ Glory, all the Miniſtration of An gels, Dam- 
nation of Devils and Reprobates, and uni- 
verſal Adminiſtration of all Creatures, and 
Diſpenſation of all Times; having no other 
End, but as the Ways and Ambages of Gop, 
to be further glorified in his Saints, who are 
one with their Head the Mediator, who 1 is 
one with GE: 


That by the Virtue of this his emal 
Counſel, he condeſcended of his own 
Pleaſure, and according to the Times and 
| Seaſons to himſelf known, to become a 
Creator; and by his eternal Word created 


all Things; and by his eternal Spirit doth 
comfort and preſerve them. 


That he made all Things in their firſt 
| Eſtate good, and removed from himſelf the 


Beginning 
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161 
of all Evil and Vanity into the 


many of the Creature; but reſerved in 
himſelf the Beginning of all Reſtitution to 
the Liberty of his Grace; uſing nevertheleſs, 
and turning the Falling ind Defection of the 


Creature (which to his Preſcience was eter- 
nally known) to make Way to his eternal 
Counſel, touching a Mediator, and the 
Work he purpoſed to accompliſh 1 in * 


That Gop created 8 pirits, * 
kept their Standing, — others fell; he 


created Heaven and Earth, and all their 
Armies and Generations; and gave unto 
them conſtant and everlaſting Laws, which 


we call Nature; which is nothing but the 
Laws of Creation; which Laws, neverthe- | 
lefs, have had three Changes. or Times, and 
are to have a fourth or laſt, The Firſt, when 
the Matter of Heaven and Earth was created 


without Form : The Second, the Interim of 


Perfection of every Day's Work: The Third, 
by the Curſe, which, notwithſtanding, was 
no new Creation : And the Laſt, at the End 


of the World, the Manner whereof is not 
yet fully revealed; ſo as the Laws of Na- 


ture, which now remain and govern inviola- 


bly till the End of the World, began to be 
in F orce when Goy firſt reſted from his 


-Wor ks, 
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Works, and ceaſed to create ; : but received 
a Reyocation, in Part, by the Curſe, ſince 
which Time they change not. 


That notwithſtandin g Gop wa reſted 
and ceaſed from Creating fince the firſt Sabs 
bath, yet, nevertheleſs, he doth accompliſh 
and fulfil his Divine Will in all Things, 
great and ſmall, ſingular and general; as 
fully and exactly by Providence, as he could 
by Miracle and new Creation, thou gh his 
Working be not immediate and direct, but 


by Compaſs; not violating Nature, which 
is his own Law upon the Creature. | 


That at the firſt, the Soul of Man was 
not produced by Heaven or Earth, but was 


breathed immediately from Gop; ſo that 
the Ways and Proceedings of Gop with 


Spirits, are not included in Nature; that is, 
in the Laws of Heaven and Earth; but are 


reſerved to the Law of his 3 Will 
and Grace: Wherein Gop worketh till, 


and refteth not from the Work of Redemp- 


tion, as he reſteth from the Work of Crea- 
tion; but continueth working till the End 


of the World: What Time that Work alſo 


ſhall be accompliſhed ; and an eternal Sab- 


bath ſhall enſue. Likewiſe, that whenſoever 
* | C Son 


lice, and not by Temptation. 


5 
Gop doth tranſcend the Law of Nature bß 
Miracles, (which may ever ſeem as new 
Creations) he never cometh to that Point or 
Paſs, but in Regard of the Work of Re- 
demption, which is the greater, and where- 


to all Gov's Signs and Miracles do refer. 


That Gop created Man in his own Image, 
in a reaſonable Soul, in Innocency, in Free- 
will, and in Sovereignty: That he gave him 
a Law and a Commandment, which was in 
his Power to keep, but he kept it not: 
That Man made a total Defection from Gop, 
preſuming to imagine, that the Command- 
ments and Prohibitions of Gop, were not 


the Rules of Good and Evil; but that Good 


and Evil had their own Principles and Be- 
ginnings, and luſted after the Knowledge 


of thoſe imagined Beginnings ; to the End, 
to depend no more upon Gop's Will re- 


vealed, but upon himſelf and his own Light, 


as a God; than the which there could not be 
a Sin more oppoſite to the whole Law of 


 Gop; That yet, nevertheleſs, this great 
Sin was not originally moved by the Malice 


of Man, but was inſinuated by the Suggeſ- 


tion and Inſtigation of the Devil, who was 


the firſt defected Creature, and fell of Ma- 


That 5 


LL FE 


That upon the Fall of Man, Death and 
Vanity entered by the Juſtice of Gop; and 


the Image of Gop in Man was defaced ; 


and Heaven and Earth, which were made 


for Man's Uſe, were ſubdued to Corruption 


by his Fall; but then that inſtantly, and 
without Intermiſſion of Time, after the 
Word of Gop's Law, became through the 
Fall of Man, fruſtrate as to Obedience, 
there ſucceeded the greater Word of the 
Promiſe, that the Righteouſneſs of Gop 


might be wrought by Erich. 


That as well the | of Gop, as the 


Word of his Promiſe, endure the fame for 
ever: But that they have been revealed in 


ſeveral Manners, according to the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Times. For the Law was firſt im- 
printed in that Remnant of Light of Nature, 
which was left after the Fall, being ſufficient 


to accuſe: Then it was more manifeſtly ex- 
preſſed in the written Law; and was yet 
more opened by the Prophets: And laſtly, 
expounded in the true Perfection by the Son 


of Gop, the great Prophet and perfect In- 
terpreter ; as alſo Fulfiller of the Law. That 
likewiſe, the Word of the Promiſe was 


. manifeſted and revealed: Firſt, by imme- 


diate Revelation and Inſpiration; 3 after, by 
C2 | = ah ; 


T =] 


Figures; which were of two Natures ; hs 


one, the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law ; 
the other, the continual Hiſtory of the Old 


World, and Church ef the Jews ; which, 


though | it be literally true, yet it is pregnant 
of a perpetual Allegory and Shadow, of the 
Work of the Redemption to follow. The 


fame Promiſe or Evangite was more clearly 


revealed and declared by the Prophets, and 

then by the Son himſelf; and laſtly by the 

Holy Ghoſt; which illu minateth the! LEH 
to ws End of the World. | 


That in the Fulneſs of Time, according 
to the Promiſe and Oath, of a choſen Line- 
age, deſcended the bleſfed Seed of the: Wo- 


man, Jeſus Chrift, the only begotten Son 
of Gop, and Saviour of the World; who 


Was conceived by the Power and Overſhadowy- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, and took Fleſh of 


the Virgin Mary: T hat the Word did not 


only take Fleſh, or was joined to Fleſh, 
but was made Fleſh, though without Con- 
fuſion of Subſtance or Nature: 80 as the 


eternal Son of Gop, and the ever bleſſed 


'Son of Mary, was one Perſon ; fo one, as 


the bleſſed Virgin may be truly and catho- 
lickly called, Deipara, the Mother of Gop: 


So one, as as there is no Unity in univerſal 


Nature, 


(=) - 


Nature, not that of the Soul and Body of 


Man, ſo perfect; for the three heavenly 


Unities (whereof that is the Second) exceed 


all natural Unities : That is to fay, the. Unity 
of the three Perſons in Godhead ; the Unity 
of Gop and Man in Chriſt, and the Unity 


of Chriſt and the Church, the Holy Ghoſt . 
being the Worker of both theſe latter Uni- 
ties; for by the Holy Ghoſt was Chriſt in- 


carnate and quickened in Fleſh ; and by the 
Holy Ghoſt is Man 3 and N 
8 


That Jedus; the Tak „ 

Fleſh a Sacrificer, and Sacrifice for Sin; a 

*  SatisfaQtion and Price to the Juſtice of Gop; 
a Meriter of Glory and the Kingdom; a 


Pattern of all Righteouſneſs ; a Preacher of 


the Word which himſelf was; a Finiſher of 


the Ceremony; a Corner-Stone to remove 
the Separation between Few and Gentile; an 


Interceſſor for the Church; a Lord of Na- | 


ture in his Miracles; a Conqueror of Death 
and the Power of Darkneſs in his Reſurrec- 


tion; and that he fulfilled the whole Counſel 


of God; performing all his ſacred Offices, 
and Anointing on Earth; accompliſhed the 
whole Work of the Redemption and Reſti- 


nn of Man, to a State ſuperiour to the 


: Angels; 


_ 


— © 
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Angels; (whereas the State of Man by Crea- 
tion was inferior) and reconciled and eſta- 
bliſhed all Things according to the eternal 
Will of the F aher. 


That in Time, Jeſus the Lord was born 
in the Days of Herod, and ſuffered under 

the Government of Pontius Pilate, being 
Deputy of the Romans, and under the High- 
Priefthood of Caiaphas, and was betrayed 
by Judas, one of the twelve Apoſtles, and 
was crucified at Jeruſalem ; and after a true 
- and natural Death, and his Body laid in the 
Sepulchre, the third Day he raiſed himſelf 
from the Bonds of Death, and aroſe and 
ſhewed himſelf to many choſen Witnefles, 
by the Space of divers Days; and at the 
End of thoſe Days, in the Sight of many, 
aſcended into Heaven ; where he continueth 
his Interceſſion, and ſhall from thence, at 
the Day appointed, come in the greateſt 
wane ty to Tg the World. 


That the Sufferings and Merits of Chriſt, 
as they are ſufficient to do away the Sins of 
the whole World, ſo they are only effectual 


to thoſe which are regenerate by the Holy 


Ghoſt, who breatheth where he will of free 
Grace; which Grace, as a Seed incorruptible, 
quickeneth 


* 

quickeneth the | of Man, and eds 
him anew, a Son of Gop and Member of 
Chriſt: So that Chriſt having Man's Fleſh, and 
Man having Chriſt's Spirit, there is an open 
Paſſage, and mutual Imputation, whereby Sin 
and Wrath was conveyed to Chriſt from 
Man, and Merit and Life is conveyed to 
Man from Chriſt: Which Seed of the 


Holy Ghoſt firſt figureth in us the Image of 
Chriſt, flain or crucified, through a lively 


Faith ; and then reneweth in us the Image 


of Gop in Holineſs and Charity; though 
both imperfectly, and in Degrees far differ- 


ing, even in Gop's Elect; as well in Regard 
of the Fire of the Spirit, as of the Illumi- 


nation thereof; which is more or leſs i in a 


large Proportion: As namely, in the Church 


before Chriſt; which yet, nevertheleſs, was 


Partaker of one and the ſame Salvation 


with us, and of one and the ſame Means 
of Salvation with us. 


That the Work of the Spirit though it 


be not tied to any Means in Heaven or Earth, 
yet it is ordinarily diſpenſed by the Preach- 


ing of the Word, and Adminiſtration of 


the Sacraments ; the Covenants of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children; Prayer, Reading; 
the Cenſures of the Church; the Society 


of 
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of the Godly; the Croſs and Afflictions; 
 Govw's Benefits; his Judgments upon i 


Miracles ; the e eee of his Crea- 


tures: All which (though ſome be more 


principal) Gop uſeth, as the Means of Vo- 


cation and Converſion of his Elect; not 
derogating from his Power, to call immedi- 


ately by his Grace; and at all Hours and 


A of the ' Day (that is, of Man's 


_ according to his good Pleaſure. 


That the Word 5 Gop, whereby his Will 
js - revealed, continued in Revelation and 
Tradition until Moſes, and that the Scriptures 
were from Aoſess Time to the Times of the 


Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; in whoſe Age, 


after the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, the 


Teacher of all Truth, the Book of the 


Scriptures was ſhut and cloſed, ſo as not to 
receive any new Addition; and that the 
Church hath no Power over the Scriptures 


to teach or command any Thin g contrary 


to the written Word; but it is as the Ark, 


wherein the Tables of the firſt Teſtament 
were kept and preſerved: That is to ſay, the 
Church bath 2 the Cuſtody and Delivery 
over of the Scriptures committed unto the 
ſame; together with the Interpretations of 
them, but ſuch only 2: as i conceived from 


themſelves. 
That 


11 


That there is än Univerſal or Catholick 


ene of God, diſperſed over the Face of 


the Earth; which is Chriſts Spouſe, and 


Chriſt's Body ; being gathered of the Fathers 


bt the old World, of e Church of the Jews, 
of the Spirits of the Faithful diſſolved, and 
the Spirits of the Faithful Militant, and-of 


the Names yet to be born, which are already 


written in the Book of Life. That ' there is 8 


alſo a viſible Church, diſtinguiſhed by the 


- bntward Works of Gop's Covenant, and 
the receiving of the holy Doctrine, with the 
Uſe of the Myſteries of Gop, and the Invo- 
cation and Sanctification of his holy Name. 
That there is alſo an holy Succeſſion in 
the Prophets of the New Teſtament and Fa- 
thers of the Church, from the Time of the 


Apoſtles and Diſciples, which ſaw our Saviour 
in the Fleſh, unto the Conſummation of the 


Work of the Miniſtry; which Perſons are 
called from Gop by Gift or inward Anoint- 


ing; and the Vocation of Gop followed by 
an oatward Calling and Ordination of the 


Church. | | „ 


: I believe, that the Souls of ſuch as dic in 


the Lord, are bleſſed and reſt from their 


Labours, and enjoy the Sight of God ; yet 


ſo, as they are in Expectation of a farther 


D Revelation 


LEST 
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Which Time, all Fleſh of Man. 


of their ( Glory in 


cha a 3 
Glory of the Saints ſhall then be full, 


om ſhall be given up to Gop. the 


— 


are three Times (if Times they may be 


called) or Parts of Eternity: The firſt, * 


Time before Beginnings, when the Godhead 
was only, without the Being of any Crea- 
ture: The ſecond; the Time of the Myſtery, 
which continueth from the Creation: to the 
Diſſolution of the World: And the third, 
the Time of the Revelation of the Sons f 
God; which Time is the laſt, and i is ever- 
ti and without. Change. 3 | 
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